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Critical role of CMMC
and cybersecurity in
component distribution

Freedom USA outlines how CMMC compliance strengthens trust, protects sensitive
information and secures component supply chains supporting mission critical industries

reedom USA has spent over
25 years building trust with its
partners across the defense
and aerospace sectors. Today,
that trust encompasses an
unwavering commitment to protecting
the sensitive information that flows
through the company’s supply chain.
As the Department of Defense
implements the Cybersecurity Maturity
Model Certification (CMMC) program,
cybersecurity has evolved from a
back-office concern to a competitive
differentiator and operational necessity.

The CMMC framework represents

a fundamental shift in how the
defense industrial base approaches
cybersecurity. With three progressive
maturity levels, CMMC ensures that
contractors and distributors handling
Federal Contract Information (FCI) and
Controlled Unclassified Information
(CUIl) implement appropriate

security measures. For electronic
component distributors serving
military, aerospace and defense
manufacturers, CMMC compliance
isn’t optional—it’s the price of
admission to continue supporting the
nation’s critical defense programs.

Freedom recognizes its position in
the supply chain carries significant
responsibility. The components

it sources and distributes often
contain proprietary specifications,
performance data and design
information that, if compromised,
could jeopardize military capabilities
and national security. Freedom’s
customers depend on the company
not just to deliver the right parts, but
to safeguard the sensitive information
associated with their programs.

While CMMC compliance requires
substantial investment in systems,
processes and training, the benefits
extend far beyond meeting regulatory
requirements. Strong cybersecurity
practices protect customers’ intellectual
property, minimize the risk of costly data
breaches, and demonstrate Freedom’s
commitment to operational excellence. In
an industry where relationships are built
on reliability and trust, CMMC certification
signals to partners that the company
takes its security as seriously as they do.

For distributors like Freedom with over

500 million components in inventory from
more than 1,000 manufacturers, robust
cybersecurity is essential to protecting

the vast amounts of data managed daily.
From purchase orders and specifications
to customer requirements and supplier
information, every interaction involves
sensitive data that must be secured. The
company’s proprietary TALON platform
integrates comprehensive security controls
throughout the procurement lifecycle,
ensuring that customer information remains
protected from initial quote to final delivery.
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The electronic component distribution
industry faces unique cybersecurity
challenges. Counterfeit components,
supply chain infiltration and cyber
espionage represent constant threats.
CMMC addresses these risks by requiring
verified security practices across the
entire defense supply chain. As a trusted
partner to OEMs, EMS providers and
contractors, Freedom understands its
cybersecurity posture directly impacts
customers’ ability to maintain their own
compliance and protect their programs.

At Freedom USA, cybersecurity isn’t just
about checking boxes for compliance—
it’s about protecting the critical defense
programs that keep the nation safe. As
CMMC requirements continue to evolve
and expand across the defense industrial
base, Freedom remains committed to
investing in the people, processes and
technologies necessary to maintain

the highest cybersecurity standards.
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